Grade 4
Performance Series Study Guides 

Averaging Numbers


The average (Everyday Math uses the term “mean”) of a group of numbers is found by dividing the sum of the numbers by the number of addends.

It may be useful to discuss with the student the common use of averaging numbers.  Offer him or her examples, such as to find the average grade in a class.  Help the student solve a series of averaging problems.  The following is a step-by-step example of averaging numbers.

Find the average of 4, 5, and 6.



(1) 4 + 5 + 6  = 15


(2) 3 numbers to be averaged


(3) 15 ÷ 3 = 5

Step 1: Add the numbers.
Step 2: Count the number of numbers to be averaged.
Step 3: Divide the sum (15) by the number of numbers (3).

Answer: The average is 5.
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