Grade 4
Performance Series Study Guides 

Compare Fractions – B


A fraction is comprised of two parts: a numerator (the top number) and a denominator (the bottom number).  For example, in the fraction 2/3, the "2" is the numerator and the "3" is the denominator.  Comparing fractions involves the ordering of numbers by using ordering symbols.

The following list provides the definitions for the commonly used ordering symbols.
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Use measuring cups to show the student different fraction amounts.  For example, fill one measuring cup to the 1/4 line.  Fill a second measuring cup to the 3/4 line.  Ask him or her to order the cups.

As a second project, write a different fraction on a series of note cards.  On a separate set of note cards, write the three ordering symbols.  The student should then pull two cards from the fraction set of cards and place the appropriate ordering symbol between them.  For example, if the first card he or she pulls has a "4/5" written on it.  The second card that he or she pulls has a "1/4" written on it.  The student should then select the card with ">" on it to put between them.



Also, two useful skills for comparing fractions are reducing and finding a common denominator.

Reducing Fractions:

Example 1:
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Finding a common denominator:

Example 2:
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Mow, compare the numerators.
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