Grade 4
Performance Series Study Guides 

Lowest Terms – A


A fraction is comprised of two parts: a numerator (the top number) and a denominator (the bottom number).  For example, in the fraction 2/3 the "2" is the numerator and the "3" is the denominator.  A fraction is in lowest terms when the numerator and the denominator do not have a common factor greater than one. (Everyday Math refers to lowest terms as “simplest form”). A factor is a number that will divide into another number.

The following is a step-by-step example of reducing a fraction to lowest terms (simplest form).

Example 1: Reduce the fraction to lowest terms (simplest form).
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Step 1: Divide the numerator and the denominator by a common factor (2).
Step 2: The fraction (15/36) is still not in lowest terms.  Divide the numerator and the denominator by a common factor (3).
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Another method for reducing fractions is dividing by the greatest common factor. The greatest common factor is the largest number that is a factor of both the numerator and the denominator.

Example 2: Reduce the fraction to lowest terms (simplest form).
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Step 1: Determine the greatest common factor of the numerator and denominator by listing the factors of each number. The greatest common factor is the largest factor of both the numerator and denominator. The greatest common factor of 12 and 36 is 12.
Step 2: Divide the numerator (12) by and the denominator (36) by 12 to reduce the fraction.
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