Grade 4
Performance Series Study Guides 

Multiple-step Story Problems – B


Multiple-step story problems test a student's ability to interpret data from a written word problem.  Answers are found by solving equations with multiple operations.

It may be helpful to develop a series of multiple-step word problems that relate to the student's activities, such as allowance or sports.  The following is a step-by-step example of a multiple step story problem.

Solve: On Saturday, Stella earned $3.50 for each hour of work.  She earned $3.25 for each hour of work on Sunday.  She worked 5 hours each day.  How much money did she earn for both days?
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Step 1: Develop 2 separate equations.  One to find the earnings on Saturday, and one to find the earnings on Sunday.
Step 2: Find the products of the two equations.
Step 3: Add the two products together.

Answer: Stella earned $33.75.
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