Grade 5
Performance Series Study Guides 

Add Decimals: Story Problems – B


Story problems, also called word problems, relate addition of decimal numbers to actual situations.  Operational symbols, such as the addition (+) symbol, are replaced with text.  Word problems in this skill also deal with money ($3.74).

Story problems are often very difficult for students to master.  It may be beneficial for you to create humorous problems and help the student determine the correct formulas. 

For example, Fred ran 8.971 miles on Saturday and 5.363 miles on Sunday.  How many miles did Fred run in all?
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Step 1: Rewrite the problem vertically.  Always line up the decimal points.
Step 2: Add the numbers in the thousandths position (1 + 3 = 4). Write the 4 in the thousandths position.
Step 3: Add the numbers in the hundredths position (7 + 6 = 13). Write the 3 in the hundredths position. Carry the 1 to the next column (tenths).
Step 4: Add the numbers in the tenths column, including the number carried over from the previous column (1 + 9 + 3 = 13).  Write the 3 in the tenths position. Carry the 1 to the next column (ones). Bring the decimal point down.
Step 5: Add the numbers in the ones position, including the number carried over from the previous column (1 + 8 + 5 = 14).  Write the 14 to the left of the decimal point.

Answer: Fred ran 14.334 miles.
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