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Equivalent Fractions – A


A fraction is made up of two parts: a numerator and a denominator. The numerator is the number on the top of the fraction and the denominator is the number on the bottom of the fraction. For example, in the fraction 4/5, 4 is the numerator and 5 is the denominator.

Everyday Math shows finding equivalent fractions using the following method:

Example 1: Find an equivalent fraction for 2/3

  A.
2        x       2          =      4
            3        x       2                  6
  B.       2        x     3          =       6
            3        x      3                   9
Step 1: In order to find an equivalent fraction, simply multiply the numerator and the denominator by the same number (such as 2/2 or 3/3, etc.).

Step 2: Multiply the two numerators (in example A: 2 x 2) to get the equivalent numerator of 4.

Step 3: Multiply the two denominators (in example A: 3 x 2) to get the equivalent numerator of 6
Step 4: For examples A and B equivalent fractions for 2/3 are 4/6 and 6/9. 
Example 1:
Find the missing number.
            2      =      ?
3 12



Step 1: In the example above, to find an equivalent fraction you need to find the number of times 3 goes into 12, which is 4.
Step 2: Multiply the known numerator of 2 by 4.

Step 3: Find the Answer: 8

                 2/3 = 8/12
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