Grade 5
Performance Series Study Guides 

Finding the Average of a Group of Numbers:

It should be noted that Everyday Math also refers to Average as “Mean”.


First, develop practice problems like the one below.  Try to use numbers that will divide evenly (without remainders) for students at this level.  

Example 1:
Find the average of the following set of numbers:


5, 99, 86, 19, 54, 73, 42



(1)  5 + 99 + 86 + 19 + 54 + 73 + 42 = 378


(2)  378 ÷  7 = 54

Step 1: Add all of the numbers together.
Step 2: Divide the sum of the numbers by the number of items in the set (7).
Answer: 54.

When the student has sufficiently mastered this skill, increase the difficulty of the problems by putting the data set in a real world context.

Example 2:
Lorena and her friends want to know the average number of dominos they were able to set up before someone accidentally knocked them over.  They tried setting up the dominos six times, but each time the dominos were knocked over.  They were able to set up 47 the first time and 99, 74, 79, 80, and 23 each additional time.  What is the average number of dominos they were able to set up before someone accidentally knocked them down? 



(1)  47 + 99 + 74 + 79 + 80 + 23 = 402


(2)  402 ÷  6 = 67

Step 1: Add all of the numbers together.
Step 2: Divide the sum of the numbers by the number of items in the set (6).
Answer: 67 dominos.

Example 3:
At a pie-eating contest, the top finishers ate 20, 18, 17, 11, and 9 pies in two minutes.  What was the average number of pies that the top finishers ate?



(1)  20 + 18 + 17 + 11 + 9 = 75


(2)  75 ÷  5 = 15.

Step 1: Add all of the numbers together.
Step 2: Divide the sum of the numbers by the number of items in the set (5).
Answer: 15 pies.

For additional practice, help the student to:


• determine the average age of his or her family members

• determine the average number of a specific color of candy in a package

• determine the average grade on all of his or her math tests this year

Real world data rarely yields averages that are whole numbers.  Therefore, try to help the student with his or her answers by changing the data to whole numbers, rounding the answer, or helping the student interpret the remainder.
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