Grade 5
Performance Series Study Guides 

Irrelevant Information – C


Students are assessed on their ability to read a word problem and answer questions using only the information pertinent to the question asked.

An interesting method for improving the student's awareness of information in a story problem is to develop an entertaining story filled with obscure details.  It is important that students learn to identify the irrelevant or unnecessary information that may be included in a word problem. Ask a question related to only part of the detail.

Example: Ms. Williams' class left for their end of the year trip at 6:30 A.M. They traveled at a rate of 40 miles for 3 hours. Then they stopped to rest for 1 hour. How many miles did they travel before they stopped?

Solution: Multiply the miles per hour by the number of hours travelled. 40 x 3 = 120

Answer: 120 miles

Irrelevant information: The 6:30 A.M. start time and the fact that they stopped to rest for 1 hour.
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