Grade 5
Performance Series Study Guides 

Missing Elements – C


Equations are presented with either a number or operational symbol omitted.  Students must solve the equation by determining what is missing.

It may be useful to develop a series of mathematical equations with either a number or operational symbol missing.  Help the student replace the missing elements.

Example 1: Fill in the blank.

If 99 ÷ N = 33, then N is      .

Solution: Since 99 ÷ 3 = 33, the missing number is 3.

Answer: 3

Example 2: Find the missing number.



4 x (5 + 2) = 20 + ?



(1) 5 + 2 = 7


(2) 4 x 7 = 20 + ?


(3) 4 x 7 = 28


(4) 28 = 20 + ?

Step 1:  First determine the value within parentheses.
Step 2:  Rewrite the equation with the new value in place of the parentheses.
Step 3: Perform the operations on the opposite side of the value we are finding.  4 x 7 = 28
Step 4: Rewrite the equation with the new value in place of 4 x 7.

Answer: 8
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