Grade 5
Performance Series Study Guides 

Multiple-step Story Problems – C


Multiple-step word problems test a student's ability to interpret data from a written word problem.  Answers are found by solving equations with multiple operations.

It may be helpful to develop a series of multiple-step word problems that relate to the student's activities, such as allowance or hobbies.  The following is a step-by-step example of a multiple-step story problem.

Example: Mr. Peterson's class earned 12 points per day for every day they were well-behaved. By the end of the month, the class needed 96 points to earn a pizza party. If they were good for six days during the next two weeks, how many more days do they need to behave to earn the pizza party?



(1) 12 x 6 = 72


(2) 96 - 72 = 24


(3) 24 ÷ 12 = 2

Step 1: Determine the number of points the students earned from being good for 6 days.
Step 2: Subtract the number of points earned (72) from the original number of points needed (96) to determine the number of points still needed (24).
Step 3: Divide the number of points still needed (24) by 12 to determine the number of days the students will need to be well-behaved.

Answer: 2 days

Revised Spring 2009


