Grade 5
Performance Series Study Guides 

Multiply Fractions: Mixed Numbers


Multiplying mixed fractions involves a solid understanding of the multiplication table.

The following is a step-by-step example of the multiplication of mixed fractions.

Solve:
[image: image1.png]





[image: image2.png]Y]
2

72x42
3

5
6

=7

@

5,2

3

23
x

@)
ER

6

s

18

667 _
18




Step 1: Write the problem.

Step 2: Rewrite the mixed fractions as improper fractions.  For example, to change 7 2/3 into a fraction, multiply the denominator and the whole number (3 x 7 = 21).  Then add the product to the numerator (21 + 2 = 23).  The denominator remains the same.



Step 3: Multiply the numerators and denominators.

Step 4: Reduce the fraction to lowest terms. (Everyday Math refers to lowest terms as “simplest form”) A fraction is in lowest terms (simplest form) when the numerator and denominator do not have a common factor greater than one.  Rewrite the fraction as a mixed number.  Divide the numerator by the denominator.  Write the quotient as the whole number and put the remainder in the numerator position.  For example, 667 divided by 18 is 37 with a remainder of 1.
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