Grade 5
Performance Series Study Guides 

Number Lines – C


A number line is a line with equally spaced points marked by numbers.  Students are given problems regarding calculating the sum and difference of points, as well as determining the value of a specific point.

An interesting method for improving the student's understanding of number lines is to develop a series of number lines.  Help the student plot specific points on the number line.

Example 1: On the following number line, what is the difference between Point A and Point B?
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A.  8

B.  7

C.  10

D.  6

Solution: There are two ways to find the answer.  We can count over from A to B (we would count 7).  The answer is 7.  Or, we can find the number of the points and subtract.  Point A is at 40 and Point B is at 47.  47 - 40 = 7.  The answer is 7.

Example 2: Point X is at what fraction?
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A.  5/12

B.  10/12

C.  11/12

D.  9/12

The answer is 10/12.  We count over from 0 to 10/12.
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