Non-Fiction Writing to Learn
Elementary Visual Arts Guide Sheet

Non-Fiction writing in the content areas is a strategy to facilitate learning for all students.  The expectation for the content area teacher is not to assume primary responsibility for the teaching of writing but to utilize writing as an instructional strategy to increase student learning.  



Examples of Elementary Visual Arts  
Non-Fiction Writing Activities and Assessments

Report:


You are a Missouri Historian.  You have been asked to investigate artist Thomas Hart Benton.  Your report will describe and record the contribution Benton made to art.

Instructions:


You are to prepare instructions and examples for making tangrams for a group of people.  These will be used by the group to prepare tangrams to sell for money that will be donated to Hurricane Katrina victims.
Interview Summary:


You are interviewing Leonardo da Vinci in his later years asking him to reflect upon his inability to finally cast the large bronze memorial statue for the Duke’s father.  Write a summary of his reflection.

Play:


Write a screenplay to investigate a piece of non-objective art.

Puppet Show:


Write and perform a puppet show for your classmates capturing what it means to be a caring kid.

News Report:


You are a storm chaser of the most recent hurricane.  You have been asked to design a painting of the destruction the hurricane caused for the television viewers.  Describe what the parts of your painting represent so that the news anchor can discuss it on the air.
Letter:


You are a 10 year old.  Write a letter to your parents persuading them to let you use your own art work to decorate your bedroom.

Learning Log:


Describe what abstract means.  Give examples from Picasso’s work to support your answer.

Describe what surrealism means.  Give examples from Dali Salad’s work to support your answer.

Story:


You are an author of children’s books.  Create a story that will help children identify their primary colors.
6 + 1 Traits of Writing


Although content area teachers are not teaching writing, the 6 + 1 Trait rubrics provide a common language from which to begin the feedback process for students.  For example the concepts (ideas), vocabulary of the discipline (word choice), and  organization found in Non-Fiction Writing across the content areas can be improved through the use of feedback and evaluation around the 6 + 1 Traits rubrics.


PRESENTATION:  zeros in on the form and layout of the text and its readability; the piece should be pleasing to the eye


VOICE:  unique perspective of the writer evident in the piece through the use of compelling ideas, engaging language, and revealing details








Feedback


Assessment is not just summative as in a standardized test or large unit test.  Assessment is also formative meaning it is ongoing, diagnostic, and to the point.  It is with the formative assessment that feedback plays a critical role.  


The feedback students receive should be timely, corrective, and specific allowing them to use the feedback to improve their mastery of concepts.    


Feedback can come in many different forms including self, peer, and teacher.  A balance is needed between students’ ability to provide themselves with feedback, provide their peers with feedback and receive feedback from their teachers.





Specific Prompts


Not all prompts will need to be R.A.F.T.S. prompts.  Using R.A.F.T.S. prompts will allow the teacher flexibility in creating higher order thinking prompts that specifically ask students to write about the concepts being studied in a particular content area.





For example: 





You are visiting Chicago and seeing Grant Wood’s American Gothic for the first time.  Write a letter to your classmates explaining what you found remarkable and ordinary about the painting.
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