Non-Fiction Writing to Learn
FACS Guide Sheet

Non-Fiction writing in the content areas is a strategy to facilitate learning for all students.  The expectation for the content area teacher is not to assume primary responsibility for the teaching of  writing but to utilize writing as an instructional strategy to increase student learning.  



Examples of FACS 
Non-Fiction Writing Activities and Assessments

Journal:

In your journal, describe your favorite image in your collage.  Then explain how it 
represents you and why it is your favorite.  Answer in complete sentences.

Reflection of learning:


Using specific details, list three things you learned related to this module.


What aspect of your work would you like to improve?  You can write in general 
terms or in terms specific to this learning experience.

Interpretation of Observations


Part 1 – Observe a child playing and list every behavior that you observe.  Record 
only facts not your opinion about the child’s behavior.

Part 2 – Write a paragraph about your interpretations of the child that you 
observed.  Base your interpretations on your observation notes.

Description of Design:


Imagine that you have been given the opportunity to design the outfit of your 
dreams.  In this activity, you will write a brief essay describing how your dream 
outfit would look using 5 specific details.  You may not use brand names as 
descriptions of specific details.

Job Application:


Complete a general work application including general information, employment 
history, education, reference, and other information.

Unfinished Script:


Review the unfinished script.  Create a negative ending to the script using poor 
communication skills and a positive ending to the script using good 
communication skills.

Event Planning:


Develop a plan for a service project including: the title, time, location, procedure, 
resources, and evaluation criteria.

Report:


Create a written report about the assigned topic.  Use the textbook for research.  
The report does not need to be more than a page to two, as long as the information 
is thoroughly covered.  The report must be in ink, grammatically correct, spelling 
correct and the resources identified.  Be sure to include one recipe appropriate for 
this topic and an explanation to the benefits the recipe provides.

Then and Now:


Compare and contrast fashion from a particular decade with modern day fashion.  
Summarize your conclusions in a paragraph.
6 + 1 Traits of Writing


Although content area teachers are not teaching writing, the 6 + 1 Trait rubrics provide a common language from which to begin the feedback process for students.  For example the concepts (ideas), vocabulary of the discipline (word choice), and  organization found in Non-Fiction Writing across the content areas can be improved through the use of feedback and evaluation around the 6 + 1 Traits rubrics.


ORGANIZATION:  the arrangement of ideas to enhance communication (i.e. sequencing, patterning, logical conclusions)


IDEAS:  concepts from the content, specific examples from content or reading to support conclusions


CONVENTIONS:  the correctness of spelling, grammar and usage, paragraphing, use of capitals, and punctuation that enhances the communication of ideas





Feedback


Assessment is not just summative as in a standardized test or large unit test.  Assessment is also formative meaning it is ongoing, diagnostic, and to the point.  It is with the formative assessment that feedback plays a critical role.  


The feedback students receive should be timely, corrective, and specific allowing them to use the feedback to improve their mastery of concepts.    


Feedback can come in many different forms including self, peer, and teacher.  A balance is needed between students’ ability to provide themselves with feedback, provide their peers with feedback and receive feedback from their teachers.





Specific Prompts


Not all prompts will need to be R.A.F.T.S. prompts.  Using R.A.F.T.S. prompts will allow the teacher flexibility in creating higher order thinking prompts that specifically ask students to write about the concepts being studied in a particular content area.





For example: 





As a food critic for the local paper, write an article to persuade the public that based on your expert opinion they would either enjoy the fruit smoothie or not enjoy the fruit smoothie created in your module.  Make sure to include specific details that would support your expert judgment.
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