Non-Fiction Writing to Learn

Foreign Languages Guide Sheet

Non-Fiction writing in the content areas is a strategy to facilitate learning for all students.  The expectation for the content area teacher is not to assume primary responsibility for the teaching of writing but to utilize writing as an instructional strategy to increase student learning.




Examples of Foreign Language

Non-Fiction Writing Activities and Assessments
Journal Entry: 
Imagine that you are a famous celebrity.  Use a past tense to compose a journal entry that describes what happened on a typical


day in your life. (All Languages, Levels I & II)

Learning Log: 
Create a poster that shows the different uses of ser vs. estar using symbols to illustrate the different concepts. (Spanish I, II)

Think-Write-Pair-Share:  
Your teacher has asked you and your partner to see which classroom activities are the most common.  Each of you will make a chart with a list of your classes across the top.  Then think of five or six classroom activities and write them down the side of your chart.  Write an X next to the activities that you do in each class.  Share your information with your partner by describing how often you do these activities.





(All Languages, Levels I & II)

Admit/Exit Slips: 
Explain the difference between tú and usted (Spanish Levels I & II) or tu and vous (French Levels I & II).

Essay: 
You are trying to get an after-school job.  Most of the applications you have picked up ask the same questions:  What extracurricular activities do you participate in?  How are these activities going to help you in this job?  Write a brief paragraph describing your extracurricular activities and mention why you like these activities. (All Languages, All Levels)

Summary:  Write a summary for your peers in the form of a textbook explanation of the placement of direct and/or indirect object pronouns in a sentence.  

(All Languages, All Levels)

Conclusion:  
Everyone does things a little differently on the weekend.  Most people sleep later, dress more casually, and do things they don’t have time to do during the week.  As you listen to each person, decide whether you think they are talking about the weekend or a weekday.  Explain why you made your choice.  (All Languages, Levels 1-III)

6 + 1 Traits of Writing


Although content area teachers are not teaching writing, the 6 + 1 Trait rubrics provide a common language from which to begin the feedback process for students.  For example the vocabulary of the discipline (word choice), voice, and conventions found in Non-Fiction Writing across the content areas can be improved through the use of feedback and evaluation around the 6 + 1 Traits rubrics.  





WORD CHOICE:  use of the language of the discipline (content) to create meaning, use of vocabulary





VOICE:  the unique perspective of the writer coming through honestly, with conviction, integrity and believability.





CONVENTIONS:  the mechanical correctness of the piece; spelling, grammar and usage, paragraphing, use of capitals, and punctuation.





Feedback


Assessment is not just summative as in a standardized test or large unit test.  Assessment is also formative meaning it is ongoing, diagnostic, and to the point.  It is with the formative assessment that feedback plays a critical role.





The feedback students receive should be timely, corrective, and specific allowing them to use the feedback to improve their mastery of concepts.





Feedback can come in many different forms including self, peer, and teacher.  A balance is needed between students’ ability to provide themselves with feedback, provide their peers with feedback and receive feedback from their teachers.





Specific Prompts


Not all prompts will need to be R.A.F.T.S. prompts.  Using R.A.F.T.S. prompts will allow the teacher flexibility in creating higher order thinking prompts that specifically ask students to write about the concepts being studied in a particular content area.





For example:


You are a writer for a TV network and have been charged with creating three new shows that you think will be hits with a teenage viewing audience. Create summaries of these three shows using the future tense to tell what will happen on each program.





R =   ______		A =   ______ 		F =   ______		T =   ______ 		S =   ______
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