Non-Fiction Writing to Learn
High School Social Studies Guide Sheet

Non-Fiction writing in the content areas is a strategy to facilitate learning for all students.  The expectation for the content area teacher is not to assume primary responsibility for the teaching of writing but to utilize writing as an instructional strategy to increase student learning.




Examples of High School Social Studies 
Non-Fiction Writing Activities and Assessments

Journal Entry:



To protect the rights and freedoms of all American citizens, the Bill of Rights was added as the first ten amendments to the U.S. Constitution.  Look at the contents of the Bill of Rights and select the amendment that you feel provides the most important rights for all citizens.  Explain why you feel that these rights are so vital. 
Learning Log:


The New England, Middle, and Southern colonies differed from each other in many ways.  Describe the differences in the lifestyles and the economies in these colonies that were caused by their climate and landforms.
Think-Write-Pair-Share:


The First Amendment of the Bill of Rights protects the freedom of speech.  Do you feel that there should be any limits on this right?  What types of speech should not be allowed?  Explain your answers completely.
Admit/Exit Slips:


Show that you understand and can explain the concept of “cause and effect” as it relates to historical events.  The events leading up to the outbreak of the American Revolutionary War contain many examples of cause and effect.  These can also be seen as instances of action-reaction between the British and the American colonists.  Select and describe three examples of cause and effect that led to the outbreak of the Revolutionary War in 1775.
Essay:


Show that you are able to use the process of “compare and contrast”.  Write a short essay to compare and contrast the federal government in Washington, D.C., with your state’s government.  The basic points in your essay are size, structure, and the powers of each government.  Add any other details that will enhance your compare-and contrast project.
Letter: 

The women’s suffrage movement was a national campaign in the early 1900s to give American women the right to vote.  Imagine that you have gone back to that time period, and think of reasons why women should be allowed to vote.  Describe these reasons in a letter to the editor of a newspaper.  Your letter should state your position and then explain the reasons why you support that position.
Speech:


The Mexican-American War in 1845 was a controversial war for many Americans.  Place yourself in the position of a member of the United States congress at that time.  You are preparing for the upcoming debate over whether the controversy, either pro-war or anti-war, and prepare your speech.  Begin by stating your position, and then assemble supporting points for your position.
6 + 1 Traits of Writing


Although content area teachers are not teaching writing, the 6 + 1 Trait rubrics provide a common language from which to begin the feedback process for students.  For example the concepts (ideas), vocabulary of the discipline (word choice), and  organization found in Non-Fiction Writing across the content areas can be improved through the use of feedback and evaluation around the 6 + 1 Traits rubrics.





IDEAS:  concepts from the content, specific examples from content or reading to support conclusions





ORGANIZATION:  the arrangement of ideas to enhance communication (i.e. pros/cons, sequence)








Feedback


Assessment is not just summative as in a standardized test or large unit test.  Assessment is also formative meaning it is ongoing, diagnostic, and to the point.  It is with the formative assessment that feedback plays a critical role.  





The feedback students receive should be timely, corrective, and specific allowing them to use the feedback to improve their mastery of concepts.    





Feedback can come in many different forms including self, peer, and teacher.  A balance is needed between students’ ability to provide themselves with feedback, provide their peers with feedback and receive feedback from their teachers.





Specific Prompts


Not all prompts will need to be R.A.F.T.S. prompts.  Using R.A.F.T.S. prompts will allow the teacher flexibility in creating higher order thinking prompts that specifically ask students to write about the concepts being studied in a particular content area.





For example: 


What was so “roaring” about the 1920s in the United States?  Imagine that you are a newspaper reporter in 1923 and that your assignment is to write an article for the readers of the Washington Post explaining what is happening across the nation.  Begin your article with a statement about economic prosperity and then illustrate your statement with examples.





R = 			A = 			F = 			T = 			S = 		


Role			Audience		Format			Topic			Strong Verb








Non-Fiction Writing to Learn, Springfield Public Schools, Nov 2005


