Non-Fiction Writing Guide Sheet for Secondary Music 
Non-Fiction writing in the specialty areas is a strategy to facilitate learning.  The teacher is not to teach writing, but is to utilize writing as an instructional strategy.




Examples of Non-Fiction Writing Activities and Assessments

Secondary

Forms:

Definition, Think-Write-Pair-Share, Constructed Response, Journal Entry, Conclusion, Learning Log, Essay  
Middle School Band

Think of two different instrument families in band.  Then choose one instrument from each family.  Compare and contrast the differing sounds.  Consider the size, construction, and production.  Explain these differences.

Middle School Orchestra

List all of the bow techniques you have learned at this point.  Describe the different ways each technique is performed as well as the kind of sound created.

Middle School Vocal

Study pieces of art from dance, music, theatre, and the visual arts.  Explain how they are alike and how they are different.

High School Band

Assume you are a judge at a marching band competition.  Evaluate why the winning band made first place.  Discuss the strengths displayed, referring to the judging criteria.    

High School Orchestra
Pretend you are a music critic for the News-Leader newspaper.  Upon hearing a concert, explain how the technique of the conductor created the success of the performance or hampered it.

High School Vocal

(Teacher selects a given piece from the Experiencing Choral Music Series.)  Upon hearing a piece of music, describe the expressive elements used which allows the piece to communicate to you.  Which ones are the most important?  Consider dynamics, articulations, phrasing, repetition and contrast, use of melody, and treatment of rhythms.  
6 + 1 Traits of Writing are briefly defined below.


The Department of Instruction is recommending that music teachers identify two (only) of the six traits to be used and reinforced in student writing throughout the year (recommendations underlined). 





IDEAS:  concepts from the content, specific examples from content or reading to support conclusions


ORGANIZATION:  the arrangement of ideas to enhance communication (i.e. pros/cons, sequence)


VOICE:  personal tone and flavor of the message, magic, wit, feeling and conviction


WORD CHOICE:  use of the language of the discipline (content) to create meaning, use of vocabulary


SENTENCE FLUENCY:  not applicable (rhythm, flow, patterning of language)


CONVENTIONS:  not applicable (mechanical correctness)


PRESENTATION:  not applicable (readability of text)





Feedback


Assessment should be formative meaning it is ongoing, diagnostic, and to the point.  The feedback students receive should be timely, corrective, and specific allowing them to use the feedback to improve their mastery of music concepts. 





Feedback to each student, whether it is immediate or at the next lesson, is critical for improving learning.   





Feedback can come in many different forms including self, peer, and teacher.  Because of varying student abilities, students should self-evaluate, provide feedback to each other, and receive feedback from the teacher.  





Specific Prompts


Not all prompts will need to be R.A.F.T.S. prompts.  However, using R.A.F.T.S. prompts will allow the teacher flexibility in creating higher order thinking prompts that specifically ask students to write about the concepts being studied (note the legend below).  For example:





You are a student in a high school music class.  You have been asked to critique for your teacher the treatment of melodic themes in a classical composition. Write three paragraphs for this analysis.  The first should define the use of melody and rhythm to create the theme.  The second should describe the use of one or more themes in terms of repetition and contrast.  The third should relate the theme treatment to the composer’s use of form. Share and discuss your analysis with a partner.  Seek your teacher’s critique (high school).
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