Non-Fiction Writing to Learn
Secondary Visual Arts Guide Sheet

Non-Fiction writing in the content areas is a strategy to facilitate learning for all students.  The expectation for the content area teacher is not to assume primary responsibility for the teaching of writing but to utilize writing as an instructional strategy to increase student learning.  



Examples of Secondary Visual Arts  
Non-Fiction Writing Activities and Assessments


You are an enraged viewer of a Picasso exhibit at the local art museum.  Write an editorial for the newspaper to critique the work of Pablo Picasso.


You are a tribal Shaman.  It is your responsibility to create a mask that will drive away the evil spirits of drought and trigger the return of the rain to the tribe.  Write a description of the mask that you will create to explain to your tribe members the symbolism in your mask.


You are an advertising agent and you need to create a slogan for Joe’s Skate Shop.  Using the slogan, you will then complete a storyboard and give a sales pitch to your classmates convincing them to buy from Joe’s Skate Shop. 


You are with a decorating firm hired to design the new courthouse and your project is to see to completion the portraiture of a model that will hang in the foyer.  You must scrutinize every detail of the model that the artist is being hired to paint and then communicate that over the phone to the artist.  Create a phone dialogue that you could use to communicate the details of the model to the artist exactly as they appear in the  painting.

You are a lizard in the desert, identify to your lizard friends through a song why Georgia O’Keefe captures the colors of the desert so well.


You are playing DaVinci on Broadway.  Create a dialogue to explain to your audience your great inventions.


You are a magazine reporter that has interviewed Andy Warhol over the phone.   Write an article that summarizes his experiences including some of his quotes and explanations of his views.


You are a student in sculpting class.  Several of your classmates are not present to hear about the sculpting techniques.  Create a summary to explain all of the sculpting techniques from this class to share with your classmates at the beginning of next period.


You are an art critic who writes for the Springfield Newsleader.  Write an article for next week’s paper describing the local potter, Nathan Lane.  Be sure to compare his work using specific details to artist, Steven Fielding.


You have just purchased a home designed by Frank Lloyd Wright.  Write a letter to Mr. Wright explaining how you feel about his architectural designs and what you like or don’t like about the features found in the house where you are living.

6 + 1 Traits of Writing


Although content area teachers are not teaching writing, the 6 + 1 Trait rubrics provide a common language from which to begin the feedback process for students.  For example the concepts (ideas), vocabulary of the discipline (word choice), and  organization found in Non-Fiction Writing across the content areas can be improved through the use of feedback and evaluation around the 6 + 1 Traits rubrics.


VOICE:  unique perspective of the writer evident in the piece through the use of compelling ideas, engaging language, and revealing details


ORGANIZATION:  the arrangement of ideas to enhance communication (i.e. sequencing, patterning, logical conclusions)


IDEAS:  concepts from the content, specific examples from content or reading to support conclusions











Feedback


Assessment is not just summative as in a standardized test or large unit test.  Assessment is also formative meaning it is ongoing, diagnostic, and to the point.  It is with the formative assessment that feedback plays a critical role.  


The feedback students receive should be timely, corrective, and specific allowing them to use the feedback to improve their mastery of concepts.    


Feedback can come in many different forms including self, peer, and teacher.  A balance is needed between students’ ability to provide themselves with feedback, provide their peers with feedback and receive feedback from their teachers.





Specific Prompts


Not all prompts will need to be R.A.F.T.S. prompts.  Using R.A.F.T.S. prompts will allow the teacher flexibility in creating higher order thinking prompts that specifically ask students to write about the concepts being studied in a particular content area.





For example: 





During your visit to the Congo, you have been asked by the Rotary Club of Springfield, Missouri to describe, evaluate, and interpret an “African Power Figure”.  Your article will be published in their monthly newsletter.
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