Non-Fiction Writing to Learn
Technology Education Guide Sheet

Non-Fiction writing in the content areas is a strategy to facilitate learning for all students.  The expectation for the content area teacher is not to assume primary responsibility for the teaching of writing but to utilize writing as an instructional strategy to increase student learning.  



Examples of Technology Education 
Non-Fiction Writing Activities and Assessments

Journal:

Student will restate the day’s objective and summarize how they met the objectives each day.
Current Event Report:

The student will assume the role of a newspaper reporter and analyze a current event about a technology they are currently studying and write an article.

Job Resume:


The student will complete an application, write a letter of introduction, and write a resume.

Report:


The student will create a report on a significant technological event.

Marketing Report:


The student will create a written marketing report on a product and present it to the class.

Career Report:


The student will use Missouri’s KUDOR to research and report on careers and educational requirements for their career choice.

Desk Top Publishing:


The student will create a marketing flyer.  The student will design and create a marketing document.

Multimedia Report:


The student will create a multimedia report on an assigned technology area.  The multimedia report will include digitized audio, digitized video and digitized graphics.

Self Assessment:


The student will write a self assessment at the end of each technology module.

Peer Assessment:


The student will write a peer-assessment on their team member at the end of each technology module.

6 + 1 Traits of Writing


Although content area teachers are not teaching writing, the 6 + 1 Trait rubrics provide a common language from which to begin the feedback process for students.  For example the concepts (ideas), vocabulary of the discipline (word choice), and  organization found in Non-Fiction Writing across the content areas can be improved through the use of feedback and evaluation around the 6 + 1 Traits rubrics.


IDEAS:  concepts from the content, specific examples from content or reading to support conclusions


CONVENTIONS:  the correctness of spelling, grammar and usage, paragraphing, use of capitals, and punctuation that enhances the communication of ideas


PRESENTATION:  zeros in on the form and layout of the text and its readability; the piece should be pleasing to the eye








Feedback


Assessment is not just summative as in a standardized test or large unit test.  Assessment is also formative meaning it is ongoing, diagnostic, and to the point.  It is with the formative assessment that feedback plays a critical role.  


The feedback students receive should be timely, corrective, and specific allowing them to use the feedback to improve their mastery of concepts.    


Feedback can come in many different forms including self, peer, and teacher.  A balance is needed between students’ ability to provide themselves with feedback, provide their peers with feedback and receive feedback from their teachers.





Specific Prompts


Not all prompts will need to be R.A.F.T.S. prompts.  Using R.A.F.T.S. prompts will allow the teacher flexibility in creating higher order thinking prompts that specifically ask students to write about the concepts being studied in a particular content area.





For example: 





You are a newspaper reporter.  Analyze a current event about a specific technology area and write an article reporting to the public what effect the technology will have on society.
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