Green Team Policies
The following policies have been adopted by the Green Team core teachers in order to provide our students with the best educational opportunities possible.  It is our ultimate objective to prepare these students to be successful in high school and beyond.  In order to accomplish our objective, we are providing the following information to Green Team families to promote student success in eighth grade.
Homework
Homework is assigned most days in the core classes.  Our team emphasizes the importance of personal responsibility.  Please help us prepare students for high school by stressing the need to have assignments written in their daily planner.  It is our expectation that students have their homework completed and turned in on time.  If your child tells you that he or she completed the homework assignments at school or do not have any homework, be assured that students will usually have assignments in our classes to work on at home.  Students should, at the very least, go over their notes and review any work completed in class on a daily basis so they will be prepared for the next class.  Ask your child to share with you what he or she is learning at school.  It will be a great review for them, and you will be able to connect with your child’s school life.

Late Work

We believe it is in the students’ best interest to teach them personal responsibility.  Deadlines are a part of life; therefore, no late work will be accepted by the team teachers.  However, each student will receive one late-work pass per class every quarter.  Taking zeros on assignments is the number one cause of low grades.  A single zero can have a devastating effect on a student’s grade.  Failure to turn in a homework assignment will result in a minor infraction that will be documented in the 5 Star Generals Program implemented this year.  
Make-Up Work

Students are responsible for obtaining and completing make-up work.  This work should be turned in for credit the next class period.  We will not attempt to find students who have been absent to give them their assignments.  Students must check in with team teachers during advisory the day they return from an unplanned absence to receive their assignments.  If a student has a lengthy absence, other arrangements may be made.  Students who know in advance that they will miss a class (examples:  appointments, field trips, vacation, WINGS) must pick up their assignments for the missed day(s) the day before their absence (example:  check in on Monday for WINGS students who will miss class on Tuesday).  Prior notice will be given for unit tests and projects.  Being absent the day(s) before a test or a project due date that has been announced earlier (when the student was present) will not excuse the student from the test or project.  The student must take the test or submit the project on time with the rest of the class.

Extra Credit

It is our expectation that students will complete all work assigned.  Bonus points may be awarded to students who exceed expectations on an assignment; however, extra credit will not be assigned to replace work students chose not to complete.

Attendance/Tardies

Students are expected to be in class and on time every day.  Students are required to have a signed pass to be in the hallway and are expected to go only to the designated place then return immediately to class.  Tardies are detrimental to the classroom learning environment and will not be tolerated.  Some classroom activities are designed in such a way that it is impossible to recreate the learning experience for absent students.  
Discipline

It is our belief that all children have the right to receive the best education possible.  To achieve this, we expect all students to behave in a manner that promotes an environment that is conducive to learning.  Behavior that disrupts the learning process will result in a referral to the main office or documentation in the 5 Star Generals Program.
Materials
Our expectation is that all students will bring their materials to class every day.  This includes their textbook, planner, folder/binder, paper, pen, and pencil.  Teachers may have materials to loan but will not permit students to return to lockers to retrieve materials.  

Grades
Grades will be given on a quarterly basis at Pershing this year.  Starting in October, parents will have access to the online gradebook program through the Pershing website.  

The Green Team will follow the Alpha grading scale for Pershing Middle School.
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We are looking forward to the school year and the opportunity to work with your child.  If you have any questions or concerns during the year, please do not hesitate to contact us.  If you would like to schedule a conference, please contact Mrs. Oelschlaeger, Team Leader.  Our conference period is from 1:30-2:30 p.m. daily.  We welcome your involvement in your child’s education.
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